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Celebrating Heritage, Changing Lives

Our Mission
To provide education and service opportunities for people of the mountains, while 

keeping them mindful of their heritage.



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR A note from our
Dear Friend,

As I reflect on this past year, I am struck by the resilience and creativity that continue to define Hind-
man Settlement School. Each of our core programs—whether it’s supporting students with dyslexia, 
nurturing the next generation of Appalachian artists and writers, or helping families grow and share 
healthy food—represents a vital piece of our mission to celebrate heritage and change lives.

Because of your generosity, the Settlement remains financially strong and able to meet the grow-
ing needs of our region. What gives me the most hope is seeing the ways our programs connect and 

strengthen one another: a child gaining confidence in reading may also find their voice through music, and a family learning to grow 
their own food may be inspired to share recipes and stories that preserve culture. These moments remind us that when we invest in 
people, we invest in the future of Appalachia.

This report offers just a glimpse of the impact you help create. Thank you for standing with us—and please consider continuing your 
support with a gift today at hindman.org/donate.

With sincere gratitude,

Will Anderson
Executive Director

SCAN THIS CODE 
OR VISIT HINDMAN.ORG
FOR THE FULL REPORT!



Nearly one in five children have dyslexia. Since 1980, the Settlement has been offering tutoring programs for children with 
dyslexia. These programs include online and in-person afterschool tutoring, an intensive five-week summer program, and daily school-
based intervention delivered in collaboration with 24 public elementary schools across 7 school districts in eastern Kentucky. In addi-
tion, we provide dyslexia information, training, and support to the parents, tutors, and teachers of children who learn differently. 

Seth’s Success
Seth has attended our Summer Tutoring Program for three summers. Over 
that time, he has demonstrated tremendous growth—not only academically, 
but socially as well. His family recently shared this note with our team:

“He learns more during the five weeks of their summer program than he 
does in an entire public school year. He has come so far, and Hindman Set-
tlement School has fostered both a love of learning and a confidence in his 
abilities that he previously lacked. The teachers and staff truly see him—his 
strengths, his struggles, and his potential. That kind of support has made all 
the difference. We are forever grateful for the impact this program has had 
on his life and future.”

DYSLEXIA INTERVENTION

24
READING & MATH LABS

ACROSS THE REGION

1.1
YEARS AVERAGE 
READING GAIN

1,074
K-12 STUDENTS  

SERVED



Keeping people mindful of their heritage has always been a significant component of Hindman Settlement School’s mission. 
Each year, we offer a number of traditional arts programs for local schools and the broader community to honor and pass along these 
folk traditions. These workshops, residencies, and clubs promote education and story sharing, allowing us to tell the history of central 
Appalachia in vibrant and unique ways.

TRADITIONAL ARTS

Family Tradition
Here’s what one of the parents whose child is enrolled in Pick & Bow, our tra-
ditional music education program, had to say about her child’s involvement:

“Neci just wrapped up her third year in Pick & Bow, continuing to grow as 
a fiddle player under the guidance of Sarah Kate Morgan and Megan Hall. 
Thanks to the flexibility of Zoom, she’s been able to stay connected and 
thrive. Pick & Bow has also allowed her to carry on a family tradition of 
music-making that stretches back to her grandfather and great-grandfather. 
With a natural ear for music, Neci loves singing at church and at home—but 
her favorite moments are playing her green fiddle at Pick & Bow recitals.”

58
STUDENTS IN PICK &  

BOW MUSIC PROGRAM 

46
EDUCATORS RECEIVING 

ARTS TRAINING

57
STUDENTS PARTICIPATING
IN AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS



Serving as the seedbed of the Appalachian literary tradition, the Settlement provides support, time, and mentoring to 
emerging and established writers as they seek to hone their skills and understand the connections between self and place. Our program-
ming includes the Appalachian Writers’ Workshop, along with the Ironwood Writers Studio, The Makery Online Writing Studio, our 
Untelling literary and arts magazine, seasonal retreats, and other initiatives.

Expanding Reach
One of our goals is to continue to nurture our current writing community 
while bringing in new members. Through Ironwood Writers Studio and pro-
gramming to help bridge young writers into the broader community, we are 
ensuring a place for those of all ages who share a love of literature.
 
This year’s Ironwood was special because Gwen, who was an inaugural at-
tendee, returned as a counselor and mentor for the current students. Having 
a counselor who has been a participant before and is now a young publishing 
member of the community helps students see some of the pathways available 
to them. “Ironwood was such an inspiring experience for me, and I’m so 
happy to bring that confidence and excitement to other future writers.”

LITERARY
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94
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IN UNTELLING

112
WRITERS’ WORKSHOP  
ATTENDEES IN 2025



FOODWAYS

Healthy Eating
Foodways programs like Grow Appalachia and the Knott County Farmers 
Market help families make healthier choices by connecting them with fresh, 
local food to try, fill in the gaps, and build healthy habits. One participant 
shared:
 
“Grow Appalachia has given me the skills and confidence to grow much of 
my own food at home, but I still come to the Knott County Farmers Market 
every week. The incentives make it easier to pick up the extras my family 
needs, fresh vegetables, eggs, and honey from farmers. Having both the gar-
den and the market helps me stick with healthier choices, and it feels good 
knowing that what I can’t grow myself, I can still get fresh and local.”

Championing local foods and addressing food insecurity is at the core of the Settlement’s emerging foodways programs. 
The local foods movement brings a multitude of opportunities for producers, food crafters, and entrepreneurs, and Hindman Settle-
ment School is devoted to supporting our local food system through our Grow Appalachia community gardening program, the Knott 
County Farmers Market, and educational classes and workshops.

$27k
SALES AT THE 

FARMERS MARKET

7
CLASSROOMS SERVED 

IN MOUNTAIN SPROUTS

50
FAMILIES SERVED IN 

GARDENING PROGRAMS 



FACTS & FIGURES

Full financial documents are availble in the online re-
port at Hindman.org/annualreport.

$12,390,156
VALUE OF THE ENDOWMENT

$15,227,492
TOTAL ASSETS

$2,588,460
DIRECT PROGRAM SERVICES

 11% INCREASE FROM PRIOR FISCAL YEAR

 7% INCREASE FROM PRIOR FISCAL YEAR

 8% INCREASE FROM PRIOR FISCAL YEAR

FINANCIAL REPORT 
Information is based on audited financial statements from September 1, 2023 to August 31, 2024.

   P R O G R A M  S E R V I C E S
  B R E A K D O W N

   -			   DYSLEXIA		 CULTURAL	 SERVICE	
      PROGRAM EXPENSES	 $1,048,409	 $622,493		  $917,358
      PERCENT OF EXPENSES	 41%		  24%		  35%

TOTAL
REVENUE
FY24: $4,129,914

PROGRAM REVENUE  |  5%

DONATIONS & GRANTS  |  71%

TOTAL
EXPENSES
FY24: $3,276,279

PROGRAM SERVICES  |  79% CAMPUS & FACILITIES  |  8%

FUNDRAISING  |  6%

ADMINISTRATION  |  7%

INVESTMENTS  |  24%



GIVING REPORT 
Hindman Settlement School relies on the generosity of our loyal donors, foundations, and corporations in order to continue and 
grow our programming. Gifts to our Annual Fund are unrestricted and directly support all areas of our life changing work. The An-
nual Fund helps provide scholarships for students with dyslexia to attend our tutoring programs, cover expenses for master artists  
to conduct residencies in local schools, support families learning to grow their own produce, and ensure the upkeep of our historic 
campus. Unrestricted gifts allow the Settlement the flexibility to use the funds for the greatest needs facing the institution. 

 FOUNDATIONS & GOVERNMENT  |  58% _

TOTAL
DONATIONS
FY24: $2,932,239

UNRESTRICTED  |  20%PROGRAM RESTRICTED  |  78%

ENDOWMENT  |  1%

DONATIONS BY CONSTITUENCY

CORPORATE  |  12% _

NSDAR  |  8% _

BOARD MEMBERS & STAFF  |  2% _
CAPITAL  |  1%

 INDIVIDUALS  |  20%



* denotes Advisory Board Membe	

RECOGNIZING THE FRIENDS OF HINDMAN
Hindman Settlement School wishes to recognize the following donors who have chosen to financially support the 
Settlement during the 2024 calendar year. Thanks to the generosity of these individuals, businesses, foundations, 
organizations, and Daughters of the American Revolution-affiliated groups, the Settlement is continuing to pro-
vide life changing education and service opportunities to children and families throughout central Appalachia. 

A complete listing of all the Friends of Hindman is available in our full report at Hindman.org/AnnualReport.

$50,000 and above
American Electric Power Foundation	 National Society DAR	 Serve Kentucky - AmeriCorps

$10,000 - $49,999
Anonymous	 Berea College Appalachian Fund	 Berea College Grow Appalachia	 Centene Corporation	 Charlotte Roth	 Commonwealth of Kentucky
Community Foundation of Louisville	 Foundation for App Kentucky	 James Baker Hall Foundation	 Kentucky Arts Council	 Mable Slagle Charitable Trust	 Mennonite Central Committee
Middlesboro Board of Education	 Partners for Rural Impact	 Patricia Whitworth	 Phillip & Jane Bellomy	 Pineville Ind. Board of Education	 West Virginia State Society NSDAR
WHAS Crusade for Children

$1,000 - $9,999
Anonymous 	 Steve & Elizabeth Anderson	 Appalachian Regional Healthcare	 Maureen Arnow	 Zandra Baker	 Valerie Bartley	
Nancy Bevins	 Wendy & Dale Brott	 Gail Bryan	 Lisa Buckley	 Fort Nashborough Chapter NSDAR	 Cherokee Chapter NSDAR
College Hill Chapter NSDAR	 Col. Aaron Ogden Chapter NSDAR	 Community Farm Alliance	 Community Fdn of Tampa Bay	 Patrick & Alicia Conley	 Dorothy Cordray
Cathy Dever	 Dollar General Literacy Foundation	 E.O. Robinson Mountain Fund	 Ruth Fay	 First United Methodist Church	 George Fletcher
Sandra Frazier	 Gen. James Robertson Chapter DAR	 Georgia State Society NSDAR	 Elizabeth Graham	 David & Susan Hill	 Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels

SCAN THIS CODE 
FOR THE FULL REPORT!



Jacob Ferree Chapter NSDAR	 John G. Whittier Chapter NSDAR	 John Marshall Chapter NSDAR	 Jane Joyce	 Ky River District Health Dept	 Kentucky River Properties, LLC	
Kentucky State Society NSDAR	 Martha King	 Lady Washington Chapter NSDAR	 Pete & Anne Lanham	 LeRay de Chaumont Chapter NSDAR	 Leslie Board of Education
Louisa St. Clair Chapter NSDAR	 Marjorie Mosher Schmidt Fdn	 Margaret McGartland	 Trish McLeod	 Mtn Comprehensive Health Corp	 NSDU 1861-1865
Nat. Society US Daughters of 1812	 Perry County Board of Education	 MerryAnne Pierson	 Planet Green	 Jim & Paula Rice	 Sarah Kincaid Cook Chapter NSDAR
John Shapiro	 Evan  Smith	 Nancy Smith	 Elizabeth (Beth) St. Jean	 Margaret Steward	 Stock Yards Bank and Trust Co.
Stoney Creek Chapter NSDAR	 Tallgrass Farm Foundation	 Tennessee Society NSDAR	 Texas Society NSDAR	 Thacker Family Foundation	 Thacker-Grigsby Communications
The John F. Kennedy Center	 The San Francisco Foundation	 Dennis VanWormer	 Lois & Bill Weinberg	 Wells Fargo	 Brent & Jackie White	Judy Wright	
Martha Zimmerman

Thank you for your generosity!



EVALUATION SERVICES 
In order to determine whether our programs will benefit a child, the child and their parent or 
guardian must participate in an evaluation process. Evaluations are held each month and are led 
by Settlement staff and other trained professionals. This year we evaluated 74 children, 18 of whom 
enrolled in the After-School or Summer Tutoring Program.

PARENT & TEACHER TRAININGS
The Settlement conducted two training workshops for parents, teachers, and tutors this past year. 
A total of 105 individuals were trained in our evidence-based curriculum using proven strategies.

Celebrating Heritage, Changing Lives
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